
  
Dear Snow Sports parent/guardian and SMS student: 
 
The 2020 SMS Snow Sports Club will make its first trip to the mountain on Tuesday January 7th . Please 
mark your calendars! 
Now that you have a spot on the Snow Bus, here are some things to take care of and make note of before 
our first session up at the pass: 
 

1. Get a season’s pass or have money each week to buy a ticket on the hill- Use the on-line 
application on the school, Snow Sports Website. 

2. Organize lessons if you need them. Check the summit website for lessons and times. 
3. Get your Gear Organized! 

If you find there is something you need… Pro Ski is a great store in the valley where you can buy or 
rent equipment. HELMET IS REQUIRED! Pack all the clothing and boot gear in one bag and 
equipment carry separately. 

4. Get your Central Park Pass- If you ride the park be ready to go in Central Park by getting your 
pass ahead of time.  At Summit Central take the quick lesson on terrain park safety in order to get 
your Central Park pass. 

5. Gear Drop-Off- This has been updated so please read carefully! Each Tuesday of Snow Sports 
club, plan to drive your child to school to drop-off their gear & clothing between 6:30-7:25am 
ONLY!.  As soon as school is out students should change into their snow clothes, retrieve their skis 
or snowboard and be ready to get on the bus (details below). Students will be allowed to store their 
school backpacks and one to one device here in a safe location at school.  When we get back from 
the hill, they will be given access to retrieve them. School backpacks and one to one devices should 
not be taken on the bus, or up the hill with them. 

6. Review all Snow Bus expectations with your child, especially the mandatory helmet requirement 
and drop off and pick up times. 

7. Pick up at the end of the day is 7:30pm prompt in the front of school parking lot. 
 

 
Dealing with the Weather and other information! 

 
How does my child drop off their gear?  This has been updated and changed please read! 

Each Tuesday of Snow Sports club, plan to drive your child to school to drop-off their gear & clothing 

between 6:30-7:25am ONLY.  Please enter the main parking lot of the school.  A 
special lane for dropping off ski equipment will be set up each Tuesday morning.  
Follow the signs and cones to drop off equipment. Mrs. Espeland or I will be 
standing to help direct you. Quickly unload your child and snow gear. They can 
carry their own gear please stay with your car.  They will need to do this up on the 
hill so it’s good practice here.  All equipment will be stored in a room adjacent to 
the Library.  It’s a short walk from the drop off Zone.  Parents will then exiting out 
of the main lot.  There will be 100 of you unloading so please be patient and 
speedy. Students and/or Parents should not take skis, poles or snowboards into 
the main office.   
 
Snow sport students are released with all other students at the end of the day.  They will not be let out 
of class early to change!  Once released at the end of the day they should come to the front of the 
school where gear was dropped off that morning, get their clothes and change in the locker rooms.  
Once they have dressed in their snow gear they should go out and get their skis and poles or 
snowboard and prepare to board the buses.  
 

What if I arrive in the designated time and no one is there to receive the gear? 



This means I am running late so please drop the gear to the side of the storage door. I will store it when I 
arrive. I will not be long!!! 
 
What If I arrive at 7:26 to drop off gear? 

The storage room will be closed at 7:25 promptly, so Mrs. Espeland and I can get to class.  We both 
have students waiting.  Should you arrive after 7:25am you will need to return your gear home and 
come back at 2:25pm to drop it off. The office staff will not accept ski or board equipment please 
don’t ask them. 

 
Will you still head up to the Summit if it is raining or snowing? 

Yes, we will still go even if it is dismal and raining…bring your rain-gear!  Yes, we love fresh snow!   
 
What if the freeway has been closing a lot just before a ski/board session? 

I-90 Snoqualmie Pass gets closed for many reasons.  Before each session, we will assess the weather, 
road conditions, and recent closures and make our decision based on safe traveling conditions.  Please 
be aware that this section of freeway closes regularly for avalanche-control work, which does not 
necessarily mean that conditions are unsafe for road travel.  In the event of planned avalanche-control 
work, we will obtain information from the DOT and the Summit staff about their timeline and location and 
then make our decision. You will be contacted by e-mail or there will be a sign at the drop off place telling 
you the bus is cancelled. 

 
What if the freeway closes unexpectedly while the students are up at the Pass? 

If the DOT decides later in the day, due to changing conditions, to do avalanche-control work, the resort 
makes an announcement to all skiers/boarders to head down the mountain and providing an estimated 
time of freeway closure.  In this event, all students are to return to the bus immediately, and all SVSD 
club advisors and chaperones assist in getting all students back to the bus and departing quickly. If the 
road closes before we leave the hill the DOT gives priority to school buses when convoying down the hill. 

 
What about avalanches that have come down on the freeway? 

Most of the time, the DOT prevents avalanches from coming down onto the freeway by intentionally 
setting them off or doing what they call ‘avalanche control’ work.   
Again, we will make the decision about heading up to the Summit based on safety. 

 
If Snow Sports Club is cancelled, how do you let us know? 

If you think there is a chance, we might cancel please pack your car as planned but look out for signs 
posted at the school entrance informing you of the cancellation. You can simply drop off your student and 
return home with the snow gear. Also check your emails. If you have not received any emails from me so 
far then your e-mail address may be incorrectly recorded so send an e-mail to me. 

 
If school is cancelled, is Snow Sports Club cancelled? 

Yes, in most cases this will be true.  Most of the time, when school is cancelled in Snoqualmie Valley, it is 
either because there is a risk for road travel or flooding.  In either of those cases, it is just best to stay 
home and avoid the mountain roads. 

 
Will we make-up missed Snow Sports Club sessions? 
We will make every attempt to make up any missed sessions, but this will be dependent on timing and bus 

availability. 
 
 
 
What will students need on the Hill? 
They can leave their school backpack on the bus or at a designated spot at the school. The buses will stay 

at the summit until we leave. They will also need money if they are buying food or can have a packed 
snack and leave it in the lodge. 



 
What time does the bus leave the mountain 
The bus leaves the mountain at 7pm PROMPT. Students can return to the bus around 6:45 and must be 

seated on the bus ready to leave BEFORE 7pm. There are clocks on all the lifts so students must 
make good choices about taking the last run of the day!!!  If students are late getting back to the 
bus, causing all buses to have to wait as well as parents down at the school, they will forfeit the 
chance to come up the following week as a consequence.  

What if an emergency occurs on the mountain? 
If your child is involved in any accident the ski patrol will be called to deal with the situation and assess 

the incident. The ski patrol has the contact numbers of the advisors of the club and we get called straight 
away. We are either on the hill skiing, by the fireplace at summit central, or in the lodge. You will be 
contacted to determine next steps. There is an emergency chaperone on the mountain with a car and in 
many cases can transport your child to meet you at the school or at the Snoqualmie Valley hospital. 
 
How can club members contact a chaperone? 
Some weeks there may be a chaperone sitting by the outdoor fireplace at the Summit Central plaza or in 

case of bad weather they are in the lodge looking out over the fireplace. If we have a lone chaperone 
that week, they will have cell phone numbers of all the advisors. If there is no chaperone, follow the 
instructions to contact ski patrol 

 
If you have any additional questions, please contact John Coulon at coulonj@svsd410.org or Morgan 
Espeland at espelandm@svsd410.org. 
 

 
See you on the hill! 
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